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reached up to a shelf for his old straw hat and took me by the hand to draw me outside into his beloved garden.
" This/' he said, " is my hour in the day before the scientists and the tourists come down upon me, and I thought you had come to spoil it! But now I know that you will spend it with me helping me to re-clothe my pagan relics with the terra madre and the blossoms which bloomed here before they were even thought of! See, here are the latest remains I have unearthed. I came upon them by chance as I was pulling down a bank to make room for more flowers/' And he showed me a kind of recessed arbour with tesselated pavement, built by Paul III probably with Michel Angelo's help, and in the pavement one could still see the mouths of the little lead pipes out of which water had gushed in fountains. Fancy digging in one's garden and accidentally making such a find ! Am I not lucky ? " commented the old Professor.
But little by little the work of his day began, and solemn-faced overseers caught us up and begged for instructions, for a word of consultation, for a signature to a plan. He seemed to forget me, and moved about from place to place in the Forum into which we had now wandered, examining the various works being carried out under his direction, giving an order here, an order there. Then suddenly he turned to me again: "If you are brave and are not afraid of darkness and steep ladders I'll take you right down under all this," he said.
So down we went together, descending a succession of extremely steep ladders into what he called the Mundos, some very interesting granaries and sub-ROME                               75
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